Love at first sight?  The bonding process between mother and child and father and child is somewhat reversed.  The same is true of the formation of natural and spiritual relationships.  In the natural world appearance is everything.  If we like how someone looks we may pursue a relationship by getting a date.  As the relationship grows we may discover other things that we’re not so obvious.  Personality flaws, psychological issues and other things that might make a person incompatible may be revealed.  Or the opposite could be true.
I’ve used TV programs to illustrate deep spiritual truths (Hell’s Kitchen, Deal or No Deal).  Today, I will use another:
DATING IN THE DARK
Dating in the Dark is a reality show which premiered on ABC on July 20, 2009. Three single men and three single women move into separate wings of a house.  They are not permitted to have any direct conversation or contact with the opposite sex unless it takes place in the dark room.  So the object is to getting to know each other and form bonds in total darkness.

     1.  Group Date: All 6 contestants exchange names, get to know one another’s voices and personality. 
     2. One-On-One Date in the dark room: If you want to know more about a particular person you can arrange a one-on-one date by IM.
     3. Additional Insight:  Host provides personality profiles, compatibility match percentages.  He lets them examine luggage, automobiles, sketches, and each shares their dark room experiences with others. 

     4. A Personal Revelation:  Toward the end of the show, each person picks someone they would like to see in the light. This is done in the dark room.  Each is allowed to see the other but not at the same time.  That is, no-one is able to see another’s response to seeing the other in the light. 
      8. Invitation to the Balcony:  The end of the show culminates with each person opting to meet someone on the balcony of the house. Cameras are set up to show both the meeting balcony and the front door. One person goes to the balcony and waits to see if the person they chose shows up on the balcony or walks out the front door (the relationship may be taken to greater heights or terminated).
Short Video Clip
DATING JESUS IN THE DARK
TEXT

1Co 13:8  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

1Co 13:9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

1Co 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

1Co 13:11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

1Co 13:12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

Intro:  Like Paul, I’m trying to illustrate the need for (1) A growing relationship with Jesus.  This relationship if established in Love, faith and hope will progress to (2) A Face to Face meeting with Jesus if we choose to meet him on heaven’s balcony.
I.  A GROWING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS  Paul uses a child to illustrate a developing relationship with Jesus.

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (1 Co 13:11)
           (1) A simple child-like faith is all you need to come to Jesus.  It’s just as natural for a child to believe in Jesus as it is to believe in Santa or the Easter Bunny.  Jesus said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.  (Luk 18:16 KJVR).  What he meant by this is the kingdom of God awaits those who come in a child like faith.
           (2)  An adult desires a greater revelation of God.  He’s checked Santa 
and the Easter Bunny out and needs something with a little more substance.  
He’s like Thomas who said, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe. (Joh 20:25).
           (3) Prophecy or the preaching of God’s word feeds that desire.  Like the host of Dating in the Dark, the preacher gives us some insight into Jesus’ character and love.  He tries to help you develop a sketch in your mind’s eye of just what Jesus is like. Yet, his message and the sketch seems to always come short of providing the absolute picture of the one we’re looking for - We know in part, and we prophesy in part.  We can have a greater revelation of Jesus through the eyes of adult faith but even then - We see through a glass, darky, not face to face.  As Paul told the wise men on mars hill, That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:  (Act 17:27 KJVR)
          (4)  How that reminds me of Dating in the dark.  In the absence of the light of revelation we grope in the dark and try to understand heavenly things.  Yet we long for a face to face meeting with the one who loves us.  Oh, I want to see him, look upon his face.  There to live forever in his saving grace.
           (3)  As we grow in faith we begin to understand we can taste of the unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost.  We can experience the joy of knowing Jesus in the light of his love.  We can speak the tongue of heaven if we desire but we must have the fullness of the revelation of his love.
           (4)  Three things abide or keep us on our meeting with destiny:  Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest driving force is love.  If you truly love Jesus you’ll certainly want to meet him face to face.
II.  THE FACE TO FACE MEETING

           (1)  In the end one stands on the balcony and waits for the other to join him.  If they answer the invitation the relationship is taken to a new level.

           (2)  In the end Jesus will step out on the balcony of heaven and issue the invitation to the bride he has chosen.  If she answers that call there will be joy in heaven.

1Pe 1:13  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

           (3)  If she walks out the front door we all understand she has made her choice.  How sad that some will pursue a relation with Christ in the darkness, but refuse him at his revelation. 

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  (Joh 3:19 KJVR)
